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THE   EXPERIMENT    OF   THE    LIBERAL
MONARCHY

1814  The Restoration; The Charter.

1815  The Hundred Days; Waterloo.

1823  The Spanish Expedition.

1824  Accession of Charles X.

1830 July Revolution; Louis-Philippe long.

1835 The September Laws.

1847 Campaign of banquets in the cause of reform.

5THE   RESTORATION

THE defeat of Napoleon rendered a change of government
necessary. The Allies were unwilling to leave France in his power
and restored the old royal family for lack of another solution;
but they made no attempt to restore the anden regime. France
therefore remained what it had been made by the Revolution and
the partial restoration carried out under the Consulate by the
men of the Revolution. National unity had been established once
and for all by uniform territorial divisions, the unification of the
system of measurements, and a common system of institutions and
private law. The nation continued to enjoy the new social system
based upon equality before the law and individual freedom of
worship, labour, trade, and residence. It remained subject to a
centralized administration, formed of a body of professional
officials who performed their functions according to uniform rules
for the whole country, under the direction of a central staff, the
whole of which was established in Paris.

What it still lacked was a stable political system, and it had to
pass through a series of revolutions before it could succeed in
founding one. For sixty years France continued to pass through
such frequent changes of constitution that they became a laughing-
stock. During this period the French acquired the reputation
abroad of being a fickle people, incapable of settling down under
any kind of government.